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MESSAGE POINTS 


1. Once again, the process in Washington went haywire and has transformed 
a reasoned debate about tobacco into a grab for new taxes. 

2. Washington is up to its same old tricks and pursuing the same old agenda: 
more taxes and bigger government. 

3. The June 20th Proposed Resolution offered the most comprehensive and 
realistic chance to resolve the tobacco conflict and change the way tobacco 
products are made, marketed and sold in this country. 

Message One: 

Washington Has Gone Haywire 

o There is a Federal budget surplus of $75 billion, yet Washington wants to 
impose $500,000,000,000 in new taxes on those least able to afford them. 

o The era of big government is supposed to be over, but Washington wants 
to create 17 new bureaucracies and give uneiected officials the power to 
prohibit the use of tobacco products. 

o Washington says it's concerned about crime, but would create an enormous 
black market in tobacco products. 

Message Two: 

It’s the same old agenda: more taxes and bigger government 


How much Is enough? 
o This is a big government money grab. 

o Washington already makes more money from taxing cigarettes than tobacco 
companies do from selling them. 

o But that’s not enough. Washington now wants to become a tobacco profiteer, 
increasing its take fivefold. 
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Who pays? 


o The tax hits 47 million American adults who choose to smoke -- the 
majority of whom are lower- to middle-income people and thus least 
able to pay such a huge increase. 

o More than half the taxes will be paid by people making less than 
$30,000 a year. 

o The average smoker will pay $1,700 per year in cigarette taxes. 


What happens? 

o The price of cigarettes will rise from about $2-per-pack to $5-6-per- 
pack at the retail level. Washington wants you to think the increase 
will only be $1.10 a pack, it will be at least $3-per-pack. 

o Huge tax increases alone won't reduce youth smoking: according to 
data from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control, 11 of the 13 states 
that raised tobacco taxes in the early 1990s experienced an increase 
in youth smoking in the years that followed. 

o Creation of a huge black market in tobacco products, with unregulated 
access to kids. 

-- One truck of cigarettes carries 14 million cigarettes, which will be 
worth $3 million, readily resalable on every street corner where no 
one will check a kid’s l.D. 

o Big job losses: Nearly 2 million American jobs will be affected by the 
legislation currently pending in Congress. 

-- The livelihoods of 1.8 million Americans across the country whose 
jobs are tied to tobacco - everyone from growers and manufacturers 
to industry suppliers, truckers, and retail store clerks. 

o Washington creates 17 new federal bureaucracies. 

o Taxes will be used to finance tax cuts for wealthy Americans and pay for 
new federal spending programs. 

Will it ever stop? Once government is hooked on these spending programs, 
do you think it will? 
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Who Is Responsible? 


o Who should teach children right from wrong: Big Government or parents? 

o This debate needs to be about whether adult Americans can be allowed to 

make their own decisions in this own lives. 

o It’s about freedom of choice. 98% of cigarettes sold are smoked by those 

of legal age; only 2% are smoked by minors. This would tax 98% to influence 
2 %. 

o It’s an adult’s right to buy a product fully aware of its risks, without the govern¬ 
ment telling them they can’t because they don’t want kids to have the same 
product. 

o It’s about the government’s controlling what adults can see. Should the gov¬ 
ernment decide that the colors on a cigarette pack are too dangerous to be 
seen in a convenience or grocery store? 

o There is something fundamentally wrong with the government deciding to tax 
a product out of reach of adult consumers because Washington “knows 
what’s good for you.” 

o There are only three ways to go on tobacco: prohibition with a nightmarish 
black market; government monopoly; or private enterprise. If private enter¬ 
prise is the path we pursue, Washington needs a solution that attacks youth 
smoking while preserving the legitimate rights of adults to purchase tobacco 
products. 


Message Three: 

The benefits of the June 20th Agreement 

o The proposed resolution of June 20th was a public health advocate’s dream 
come true. 

o It created the most sustained program ever envisioned by the public health 
community regarding the underage use of tobacco products. 

o Matthew Myers: ‘This plan offers the best hope for protecting our children 
...the single most fundamental change in tobacco control in the history of the 
world. 

o One Attorney General: ‘This is the biggest public health achievement and 
corporate settlement in the history of the country.” 
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Tips 


WRITING A LETTER 


• Always address the letter to ‘The Honorable ...” 

• Be specific, to the point. 

• Tell why you do not support the new tobacco t;ixcs (see points). 

• Thank the representative for their consideration. 

• Request a written response. 

ANATOMY OF A LETTER 


April 21, 1998 

The Honorable [YOUR CONGRESSPERSON/SENATOR’S NAME] 

[HIS/HER ADDRESS - SEE ENCLOSED LIST] 

Washington, DC 20002 

Dear Representative/Senator [YOUR CONGRESSPERSON/SENATOR’S NAME] 

[INTRODUCTION - WHY YOU ARE WRITING] 

For Example: 

I am writing to you to express my opposition to new taxes on tobacco. While I support the goal of reducing 
youth smoking, I feel that raising taxes is not the way to go. 

[REASONS WHY YOU OPPOSE THE TAX - SEE MESSAGE POINTS) 

For Example: 

These new taxes will devastate my business. Do we need to raise taxes half a trillion dollars while there is a 
budget surplus? Also, do we need to create 17 new bureaucracies? I thought we sent you there to make 
government smaller not bigger. 

[CLOSING - NO TAXES - REASONABLE APPROACH/MESSAGE POINTS] 

For example: 

We need to address the tobacco problem with comprehensive legislation - not tax increase meant to punish 
tobacco companies. The only people that will be hurt are smokers and business people like myself. Most 
of my customers are regular working people who can’t afford any more taxes. How can Congress pass a 
such a huge tax increase on people who can least afford it? Please oppose the tobacco tax increase, I 
would appreciate a written response with your position. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

John Smith 

cc: [YOUR SENATOR/CONGRESSPERSON] 
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NEW YORK 

Senator Daniel Patrick Moymhan 
U.S. Senate 

464 Russell Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20510-000f 
Phone: 2022244451 

Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
405 Lexington Avenue 
Suite 6200 

New York. NY 10174-0002 
Phone: 2126615150 

Senator Alfonse M. D'Amato 
U.S. Senate 

520 Han Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20510-0001 
Phone: 2022246542 

Senator Alfonse M. DAmato 
7 Penn Plaza, Suite 600 
7th Avenue 

New York. NY 10001-3900 
Phone: 2129477390 

Representative Amory Houghton 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1110 Longwonh House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022253161 

Representative Amory Houghton 
32 Denison Parkway West 
Coming, NY 14830-2607 
Phone: 6079373333 

Representative Jack Quinn 
U.S. House of Representatives 
331 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022253306 

Representative Jack Quinn 
403 Main Street 
Suite 240 

Buffalo, NY 14203-2104 
Phone: 7168455257 

Representative John J. LaFalce 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2310 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022253231 


Representative John J. LaFalce 
Federal Bldg. 

111 West Huron Street 
Buffalo. NY 14202-2301 
Phone: 7168464056 

Representative Louise M. Slaughter 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2347 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022253615 

Representative Louise M. Slaughter 
3120 Federal Bldg, 

100 State Street 
Rochester. NY 14614-1309 
Phone: 7162324850 

Representative Maurice D. Hinchey 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2431 Ravbum House Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022256335 

Representative Maurice D. Hinchey 
100-A Federal Bldg. 

Binghamton. NY 13901 
Phone: 6077732768 

Representative James T. Walsh 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2351 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022253701 

Representative James T. Walsh 
1330 Federal Bldg. 

PO Box 7306 
Syracuse. NY 13261-7306 
Phone: 3154235657 

Representative John M. McHugh 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2441 Raybum House Office Bldg, 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022254611 

Representative John M. McHugh 
104 Federal Bldg. 

Plattsburgh. NY 12901 
Phone: 5185631406 


Representative Sherwood L. Boehlert 
U.S. House of Representatives 


2246 Raybum House Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022253665 

Representative Sherwood L. Boehlert 
200 Alexander Pimie Federal Bldg. 

10 Broad Street 
Utica. NY 13501-1233 
Phone: 3157938146 

Representative Gerald B.H. Solomon 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2206 Raybum House Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022255614 

Representative Gerald B.H. Solomon 
Gaslight Square 
285 Broadway 

Saratoga Springs, NY 12866-4226 
Phone: 5185879800 

Representative Michael R. McNulty 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2161 Raybum House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022255076 

Representative Michael R. McNulty 
Leo W. O'Brien Federal Bldg. 

Room 827 
Albany, NY 12207 
Phone: 5184650700 

Representative Benjamin A. Gilman 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2449 Raybum House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022253776 


Representative Benjamin A. Gilman 
407 East Main Street 
PO Box 358 

Middletown, NY 10940-2552 
Phone: 9143436666 

Representative Sue W. Kelly 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1222 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022255441 

Representative Sue W. Kelly 
21 Old Main Street 
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(This is a sample letter one person wrote which might be of interest to you , but it would 
be best to express your views in your own words. When you write your letter(s), do not 
use company stationery.) 


Dear Editor: 

As an American taxpayer, I’ve had enough of Big Government’s attempt to go after Big 
Taxes. 

The taxes I’m talking about are the proposed new taxes on tobacco. The tax bills being 
considered in Congress would be the largest tax increase proposed in American history. 

I think it's time for Americans to say no to Washington’s call for more and more taxes. 

Washington already makes more money from taxing cigarettes than tobacco companies do 
from selling them — and now Washington wants to increase its take fivefold on revenue 
from cigarettes. And this tax burden will be shouldered by 47 million American adults like 
me who smoke. Washington wants us to believe that the tax increase will only be $1.10 
per pack. But smokers will end up paying about $1,700 per year in cigarette taxes, and the 
price of cigarettes will rise from about $2-per-pack to about $5 per pack at the retail level. 


Not only that, but the proposed legislation will also create 17 new federal bureaucracies 
— more taxes for bigger government. 

We don't need big government to tax us more, to tell us what to do, or what to buy or not 
buy. Today, it’s smokers. Who’s next? 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 


(Your Signature) 
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Room 205 

FishkiJI.NY 12524-1848 
Phone: 9148975200 

Representative Nita M. Lowev 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2421 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022256506 

Representative Nita M. Lowey 
222 Mamaroneck Avenue 
Suite 310 

White Plains. NY 10605-1316 
Phone: 9144281707 

Representative Eliot L. Engel 
U.S, House of Representatives 
2303 Rayburn House Office Bldg.. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone; 2022252464 

Representative Eliot L. Engel 
3655 Johnson Avenue 
Bronx, NY 10463-1671 
Phone: 7187969700 

Representative Jose E. Serrano 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2342 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022254361 

Representative Jose E. ScrTano 
890 Grand Concourse 
Bronx. NY 10451-2828 
Phone: 7185385400 

Representative Charles B. Rangel 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2354 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022254365 

Representative Charles B. Rangel 
163 West 125th Street 
Room 737 

New York, NY 10027-4404 
Phone: 2126633900 


Representative Carolyn B. Maloney 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1330 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 


Phone: 2022257944 

Representative Carolyn B. Maloney 
110 East 59th Street 
2nd Floor 

New York. NY 10022-1304 
Phone: 2128326531 

Representative Nydia M. Velazquez 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1221 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022252361 

Representative Nydia M. Velazquez 
815 Broadway 
Brooklyn, NY 11206-5300 
Phone: 7185993658 

Representative Major R. Owens 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2305 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022256231 

Representative Major R. Owens 
289 Utica Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11213-4940 
Phone: 7187733100 

Representative Edolphus Towns 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2232 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022255936 

Representative Edolphus Towns 
2nd Floor 
545 Broadway 
Brooklyn. NY 11206-2962 
Phone: 7183878696 


Representative Charles E. Schumer 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2211 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022256616 

Representative Charles E. Schumer 
1628 Kings Hwy 
Brooklyn, NY 11229-1210 
Phone: 7186279700 


Representative Jerrold Nadler 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2448 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022255635 

Representative Jerrold Nadler 
11 Beach Street 
Suite 910 

New York. NY 10013-2429 
Phone: 2123343207 

Representative Thomas J. Manton 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2235 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022253965 

Representative Thomas J. Manton 
46-12 Queens Blvd. 

Sunnysidc. NY 11104-1740 
Phone: 7187061400 

Representative Gary L. Ackerman 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2243 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022252601 

Representative Gary L. Ackerman 
218-14 Northern Blvd. 

Bayside, NY 11361-3580 
Phone: 7184232154 

Representative Carolyn McCarthy 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1725 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022255516 


Representative Carolyn McCarthy 
1 Fulton Avenue 
Suite 12 

Hempstead, NY 11550-3648 
Phone: 5164897066 


Representative Peter T. King 
U.S. House of Representatives 
403 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022257896 
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Representative Peter T. King 
1003 Park Blvd. 

Massapequa Park. NY 11762-2741 
Phone: 5165414225 

Representative Rick A. Lazio 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2444 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022253335 

Representative Rick A. Lazio 
126 West Main Street 
Babylon. NY 11702-3437 
Phone: 5168939010 

Representative Michael P. Forbes 
U.S. House of Representatives 
416 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022253826 

Representative Michael P. Forbes 
1500 William Floyd Parkway 
Suite 201 

Shirley. NY 11967-1800 
Phone: 5163459000 




51861 4931 




PENNSYLVANIA 

Senator Arlcn Specter 
L\S, Senate 

711 Hart Senate Office Bide. 
Washington. DC 20510-0001 
Phone: 2022244254 

Senator Arien Specter 
9400 Federal Bldg. 

600 Arch Street 
Philadelphia. PA 19106-1611 
Phone: 2155977200 

Senator Rick Santorum 
U.S. Senate 

120 Russell Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20510-0001 
Phone: 2022246324 

Senator Rick Santorum 
Widener Bldg. 

1 South Penn Square Suite 960 
Philadelphia. PA 19107-3519 
Phone: 2158646900 

Representative Phil English 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1721 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022255406 

Representative Phil English 
Modem Tool Square. Suite 107 
310 French Street 
Erie. PA 16507-1539 
Phone: 8144562038 

Representative Frank R. Mascara 
U.S. House of Representatives 
314 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022254665 

Representative Frank R. Mascara 
210 Professional Plaza 
625 Lincoln Avenue 
Charleroi, PA 15022-2451 
Phone: 4124839016 


Representative William F. Goodling 


U.S. House of Representatives 
2263 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022255836 

Representative William F. Goodling 
2020 Yale Avenue 
Camp Hill, PA 17011-5456 
Phone: 7177631988 

Representative Michael F. Doyle 
U.S. House of Representatives 
133 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022252135 

Representative Michael F. Doyle 
11 Duff Road 

Penn Hills. PA 15235-3263 
Phone: 4122416055 

Representative George W. Gekas 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2410 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022254315 

Representative George W. Gekas 
3605 Vartan Way 
2nd Floor 

Harrisburg, PA 17110-9335 
Phone: 7175415507 

Representative Joseph R. Pitts 
U.S. House of Representatives 
504 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022252411 

Representative Joseph R. Pitts 
Lancaster County Courthouse 
50 North Duke Street 
Lancaster. PA 17602-2829 
Phone: 7173930667 


Representative Paul McHale 
U.S. House of Representatives 
217 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022256411 

Representative Paul McHale 
26 East 3rd Street 


Bethlehem. PA 18015-1304 
Phone: 6108660916 

Representative William J. Coyne 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2455 Rayburn House Office Bldg, 
Washington, DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022252301 

Representative William J. Coyne 
2009 Federal Bldg. 

1000 Liberty Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222-4004 
Phone: 4126442870 

Representative Jon D. Fox 
U.S. House of Representatives 
435 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022256111 

Representative Jon D. Fox 
Logan Square Shopping Center 
1768 Markely Street 
Norristown, PA 19401-2902 
Phone: 6102728400 

Representative John P. Murtha 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2423 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022252065 

Representative John P. Murtha 
PO Box 780 

Johnstown, PA 15907-0780 
Phone: 8145352642 

Representative Paul E, Kanjorski 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2353 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022256511 

Representative Paul E. Kanjorski 
10 East South Street Bldg. 

South Main Street 
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701 
Phone: 7178252200 


Representative Joseph M. McDade 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2107 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
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Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022253731 


Representative Joseph M. McDade 
514 Scranton Life Bldg. 

538 Spruce Street 
Scranton. PA 18503-1816 
Phone: 7173463834 

Representative Bud Shuster 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2188 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022252431 

Representative Bud Shuster 
RD 2 
Box 711 

Altoona. PA 16603-0711 
Phone: 8149461653 

Representative James C. Greenwood 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2436 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022254276 

Representative James C. Greenwood 
69 East Oakland Avenue 
Doylestown.PA 18901 -4644 
Phone: 2153487511 

Representative Curt Weldon 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2452 Raybum House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022252011 

Representative Curt Weldon 
1554 Garrett Road 
Upper Darby, PA 19082-4505 
Phone: 6102590700 

Representative Tim Holden 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1421 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022255546 

Representative Tim Holden 
Berks County Services Center 
633 Court Street. 1st Floor 
Reading. PA 19601-4302 




Phone: 6103719931 

Representative John E. Peterson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1020 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: '2022255121 

Representative John E. Peterson 
115 West Spring Street 
Titusville. PA 16354-1703 
Phone: 8148273985 

Representative Ron Klink 
U.S. House of Representatives 
125 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022252565 

Representative Ron Klink 
11279 Center Highway 
North Huntingdon. PA 15642-2018 
Phone: 4128648681 

Representative Robert A. Borski 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2267 Raybum House Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022258251 

Representative Robert A. Borski 
7141 Frankford Avenue 
Philadelphia. PA 19135-1008 
Phone: 2153353355 

Representative Chaka Fattah 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1205 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022254001 

Representative Chaka Fattah 
4104 Walnut Street 
Philadelphia. PA 19104-3511 
Phone: 2153876404 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Senator Robert C. Smith 
1750 Elm Street 
Suite 100 

Manchester. NH 03104-2907 
Phone: 6036345000 

Senator Judd Gregg 
U.S. Senate 

393 Russell Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20510-0001 
Phone: 2022243324 

Senator Judd Gregg 
125 North Main Street 
Concord. NH 03301-4921 
Phone: 6032257115 

Representative Charles F. Bass 
U.S. House of Representatives 
218 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022255206 

Representative Charles F. Bass 
142 North Main Street 
Concord. NH 03301-4917 
Phone: 6032260249 

Representative John E. Sununu 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1229 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: 2022255456 

Representative John E. Sununu 
1750 Elm Street 
Suite 101 

Manchester. NH 03104-2907 
Phone: 6036419536 
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VERMONT 


Senator Patrick J. Leahy 
U.S, Senate 

433 Russell Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20510-0001 
Phone: *2022244242 

Senator Patrick J. Leahy 
Courthouse Plaza 
199 Main Street 
Burlington. VT 05401-8309 
Phone" 8028632525 

Senator James M. Jeffords 
U.S. Senate 

728 Hart Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20510-0001 
Phone: 2022245141 


Senator James M. Jeffords 
58 State Street 
Montpelier. VT 05602-2933 
Phone: 8022235273 

Representative Bernard Sanders 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2202 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 
Washington. DC 20515-0001 
Phone: *20222541 15 

Representative Bernard Sanders 
3rd Floor 
1 Church Street 
Burlington. VT 05401-4451 
Phoned 8028620697 



